Chemokines and pain.
Chemokines are chemotactic mediators controlling cell trafficking under physiological and pathological conditions. Recently, it has been discovered that chemokines are not only important in various inflammatory conditions, but that they also play a role in pain and analgesia. Chemokine function in the periphery has been evaluated under non-inflammatory, inflammatory and neuropathic conditions. While many studies have examined the hyperalgesic action of chemokines, increasing evidence points to the antinociceptive properties of chemokines. This review focuses on the role of chemokines in the peripheral tissue.